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LIFE OF DR. CHAUNCY. 
(Continued from page !64.) 





It was now a long time that he had ex- 


erted his mental powers to their «4—-~<+_ 


tension. Four years of the most intense 
study, and as many more of controversy 
and opposition ; the harassing cares attend- 
ant on one who stands the champion against 
popular sentiment, together with the la- 
bors of the ministry, which be did not neg- 
lect, had at Jength impaired his health and 
broken his constitution. But, in the mean 
while, he had the pleasure of seeing the 
fury of fanaticism subside, and the more 
intelligent part of community returning to 
the enjoyment of its reason. Those who 
at first shrunk back, thro’ fear, began to 
come forward with a good degree of bold- 
ness and zeal. Ithappened as usual in 
such cases: when the battle was fought, 
and the enemy retiring, the timid and tr- 
resolute ventured on the pursuit, and seem- 
ed disposed to atone for their former cow- 
ardice, by the abundance of their newly 
acquired courage. 

Chauncy now perceived it was necessa- 
ry to make his health the subject of his 
care. He accordingly adopted a severe 
course of regimen, and performed several 
journies of from seven hundred to a thou- 
sand miles each. This mode of life he 
was obliged to pursue for three or four 
years, in order to regain his health, Suill, 
however, he preached at times ; and on 
one occasion gave astriking proof that the 
weakness of his body had not enfeebled 
his resulution. Preaching, according to 
appointment at the opening of the Gener- 
eral Court of Massachusetts, in 1747, he 
so manifestly inveghed against some of its 
former measures, and addressed the mem- 
bers in a style so plainly expostulatory, as 


to give much offeuce ; and it was debated. 


in Court, whether a copy of the sermon 
should, according to invariable custom, be 
requested for the press) When Chauucy 
was told of this, he replied to his inform- 
ant, I; shall be printed, whether the 











General Court print it or not. And do you 
sir, say for me, that if I wanted to initiate 
and instruct a person into all kinds of ini- 
quily and double dealing, I would send him 
to our General Court.” A copy was re- 


ysvoredy to UU TOT Ins ard ttre 
discourse printed. It is a performance of 
some ability ; and is remarkable for. its 
free exposition of public concerns, and its 
unceremonious, but energetic address to 
the respective orders of the government. 
Having recovered , his health to a good 
degree, he soon undertook aclose and 
critical study of the Scriptures, particular- 
ly of the epistles of Si. Paul. This in- 
vestigation was commenced about the year 
1750. In order to avail himself of what 
assistance the labors of others would afford 
he searched the libraries it. Boston and 
Cambridge for every thing that had a ten- * 
dency to illustrate the sacred writings ; and 
sent to England for a considerable num- 
ber of works, recommended by Dr, Dod- 
dridge, which could not be found in this’ 
country. In this study he spent seven years 
of the best part of his life. He was re- 
warded with a discovery of the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation. At least, it is suffi- 
ciently evident, from many circumstances, 
that it was in this course of investigation, 
he first perceived that doctrine to be taught 
in the scriptures. The progress of his 
mind in this discovery, is related in so na- 
tural a manner by himself, that I shall fa- 
vor my readers with his own Janguage : 
“ | had no idea of this sentiwent, till | had 
been giadually and insensibly let into it by 
a long and diligent comparing of scripture 
with scripture. Fora while, | could not, 
without considerable difficulty, consult the 
sacred writings upe™ this point unrestrain- 
ed from previously imbibed - sentiments. 
Jt was with care and pains that [ brought 
inyself so far to suspect the truth of com- 
mon doctrines. as to be able, with tolera- 
ble freedom of tind, to inquire whether 
this had a just foundation in the word of 
God or not. But when I had once disen- ° 
gaged myself from the influence of former . © 
hotions, so as to be able to look into the. se 
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scriptures with a readiness to receive what- 
ever they should teach for truth, it was tru- 
ly surprizing to me to find in them such 
evident traces of this doctrine.” 

During this long course of study he col- 
lected materials for the following works : 
1. Dissertations on the Fall and its conse- 
quences; 2. his treatise on the Benevo- 
lence of the Deity ; 3. A Key to the New- 
Testament, designed to prepare the mind 
for reading and understanding that part of 
the inspired volume. This last work was 


never published, and probably never finish- | 


ed ; nor did the two former make their ap- 
arin WHIILTLEE tWYU Ut thine c ycalis i 


TLataiee 
the author’s death. But what is more wor- 
thy of notice, it was at this period that he 
collected materials for his famous work on 
The Salvation ofal Men; which it seems 
he soon afterwards composed into its pre- 
sent form, and then laid by, for his own 
revision, and that of some theologians and 
critics, to whom he entrusted the secret. 
It is mortifying to relate, that the man who 
had shown bimself so intrepid, so nobly in- 
dependent, now yielded to the time serving 
policy of concealing an important and 
beneficial doctrine from the public ; and 
that. he sometimes hesitated whether to 
permit his work, which he really esteemed 
the most valuable of all his productions, 
ever to be published, or commit it to the 
flames. There are undoubtedly many cir- 
cumstances to extenuate his weakness ; but 
it is to be hoped for the interest of truth, 
that nothing will ever be urged to justify 
it. 

Reserving some more particular obser 

vations on this work for another place, I 
shall proceed to mention a few of bis mis 
cellaneous sermons, before giving an ac- 
count of his publications aud controversy 
on the subject of Episcopacy. 

On the i8th of November, 1755, a vio- 

Jeni earthquake, geveraliy called 


the northern 
‘he next Sundy Chaun- 


try from Pennsy!vania to 
paris of Canada 


cy preached a sermon intended to enforce 
the superstitious notion. tt earthquakes, 
ia general, are the special manifestations 


me ee 


1 See page vi. of the preface to his work on ** Sal- 
avd the 16th page of the work 
A few Words are changed in the above quo- 
tation, for the purpose of bringing the extracts to 
read properly in this connexion, but without chang- 


”? 


vation of all Men; 


itself. 


ing the author’s meauing,. 
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the 
Great Earthquake, s\ook the whole coun- 









of God’s anger for the sins of the people.* 
This sort of philosophy is but the remains 
of that which could formerly discover in 
the thunders strom, in the aurora borealis, 
in the approach of comets, and in all the 
phenomena of nature, the rising fury of 
the Almighty Sovreign. 

It was on the Ist of the same month that 
a large part of the city of Lisbon was over- 
thrown by a tremendous earthquake, which 
extended through all Europe and the 
northern regions of Africa. After the ac- 
count of this great convulsion had reached 
America, Chauncy published, 1756, a ser- 


woven tte PeTercuce which 
he held forth the opinion, then not uncom- 
mon, that the seasons and climate, the soil 
and bowels of the earth, have been chang- 
ed in consequence of Adam’s fall, so that 
the whole constitution of Nature is far dii- 
ferent from what it was before. But he 
supposed that after it has served mankind 
for a scence of trial, it will be restored to. 
its primeval state of order and beauty, and 
become the new heavens and new earth, 
mentioned by St. Peter, and St. John, 
‘where good men, after the resurrection 
and judgment, shall reign with Christ for 
ever aud ever,” The fanciful conjectures 
of this sort, which learned men have indul- 
| ged, may amuse by their unlucky contra- 
riety ; some have maintained, with equal 
confidence, that this earth will be eventu- 
ally fitted up for the he!l of the damned. 
Chauncy, however, contrived to hold both 
these notions, 

Iu 1762, he published a sermon delivered 
at the ordination of a Missionary to the 
Mohawk Indians. It is entitled * All na- 
tions blessed in Christ;” and contains some 
cautious hints in favor of Universal Salva- 
tion. ‘This is worthy of particular notice, 
as it is probably the only instance, if we 
except a passage or two in his Benevo- 
lence of the Deity, in which he ever exhi- 
bited to the public any indications of that 
doctrince, without concealing his name. 
Even in this instance, his courage does not 
seem tohave been equal to that of his friend, 
the celebrated Dr. Mayliew, who delivered 
two discourses towards athe close of the 
same year, in which he gave such striking 
intiunations of Universalism, as must have 





te the ovent ° in 











2 This notion seems scarcely reconcilable with 
what Chauncy advances on the subject in his treatise 
‘** On the benevolence of the Deity.” See page 251, 
and onward, 
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been understood even by bis hearers and 
readers of that day. 
(To be Continued.) 





From the Christian Intelligen cer. 


THE CHRISTIAN OPITULATOR. 
No. IV. 
What is the true signification of the word 
Fell 2 
This is an important question, which de 


serves a serious and candid answer. In 
ulleiupting to give one, we shall be under 


the necessity of resorting, as far as our im- 
perfect knowledge will admit, to the ori 
ginal languages from which the word is 
derived. Fora recurrence to them ts in- 
dispensable, not only in the present inqui- 
ry, but to our knowiijg primitive christian- 
ity. To christianity we are indebted for 
the iruth—to science for a knowledge ot it. 
The latter teaches us the original state and 
manners of mankind, and explains the ac- 
ceptation and force of christian doctrine 
among the people of those ages. She 
gives us the ideas of the inspired writers, 
by explaining to us the primitive significa- 
tion of the language, in which they spoke. 
Terrific apprehensions originate in ages 
of ignorance. For proof of this, we have 
a remarkable instance, in the period of the 
dark ages, when science and christianity 
suffered together, almost a total shipwreck. 
This was the age of ignorance, and of pro- 
portionate error. Superstition, with her 
ghastly sceptre, reigning, triumphant, cha- 
sed away truth and peace, to make room 
for error, and’a distrust of the benevolent 
character of our Father in heaven, 


“« Here fix’d the dreadful, there the blest abodes ; 
«« Fear made her devils, and weak hope her gods; 
** Gods partial, changeful, passionate, unjust, 

‘* Whose attributes were rage, revenge or iust, 

“¢ Ardor then, not charity, became th’ guide, 

“« And hell was built on spite, and heaven on pride.” 


Then it was, that those fatal errors gained 
orthdox predominance, some of which. it 
is believed, tradition, that almost irresisti- 
ble instructor, has handed down even to 
the present age, and which have proved to 
be, what they formerly were, sources of 
great perplexity and distress to the mind 
of such as have been indoctrinated into 
them. 

That hell exists only in the imagination 
of those whom superstition has blinded, we 
do not say. That there is a hell, we as 
plainly acknowledge, as the scriptures re- 
veal it. 


oo 
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done much injury to mankind, in assighing 
it locality ; peopling it with reat bene: of 
terrific description, possessing eterwal ex- 
istence and hatred, and lightning its wails 
by the literal flames of substantial brims! one! 
All this is the bitter fruit of ancient super- 
stition. This imagitable place of hor: or, 
has given despair, when the love of tod 
and the work of his Sen, were denied or 
forgotten. This has destroyed the neble 
faculties of sense and season in. many ® 


worthy person ; and this too has led the 
sunyect OF Its sfavisn Tears tO OWecome iis . 


own exegutioner ; by causing him to break 
that pitcher, atthe cistern of natural life, 
from which lovely wives and smiling chil- 
dren were once accustomed to drink the 
waters of joy. These have been thé mel- 
ancholy effects of a belief in that ideal 
abode, wituessed in a number of instances, 
within a short time past. But is this chris- 
tianity ? Is this the spirit of the gospel 
of peace? Does then, religion lead men 
to naan life? Does christianity deprive 
men of their reason, their sense, their dig- 
nity? No! Say eather, that these things 
are the fruits of ignorance and superstition. 

In order that we may beenabled to pierce 
through the gloomy veil of ancient super- 
stition, and to search out the truth, we shall 
avail ourselves of the authorities of the 
learned ; (to whom we acknowledge our- 
selves to be altogether indebted for idea, 
and mostly for expression ; and shew 

ist. The general signification of the 
words translated HELL, as given by authors 
of the most acknowledged erudition. 

2d. We shall quote every passage in the 
bible, in which the word hell is found, and 
inquire into its significancy, But as our 
labors must necessarily be lengthy, we 
shall, in this number attend only to the 
first particular. En future numbers we shall 
consider the second. 

Ist. There are three words in the an- 
cient languages, which our translators have 
rendered hell. These are Gehenna, Hades, 
Tartanus. Gehenna literally signifies the 
“ valley of Hinnom,” asit comes from two 
‘Hebrew words signifying the same. “ This 
valley lies near Jerusalem, and had beena 
place of those abominable sacrifices, in 
which the idolatrous Jews burnt their chil- 
dren alive to Moloch. A particuiar place 
in this valley was called Tophet, from th 
fire-stoves in which they burnt theim¢ 
dren.” Parkharst also says, that tg 
ton puros (hell: fire) as found Ge 
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sense to that dreadful doom of being burnt 
alive in the valley of Hinnom.” Gehenna, 
the valley of Hinnom, and the English 
word hell, (when derived from the above) 
are one and the same place of sacrificing 
victims to Moloch. It would have been a 
happy thing, and much present obscurity 
would have been prevented, had our trans- 
lators followed the example of those, who 
translated the original Hebrew into the 
Greek, and retained the word Gehenna in 
the Euglish. Then we should have known 


its native mon ning, ao ove} ac wo mew do 


that of the original words Sinai or Bethes- 
da. Ifany one please, he may turn to the 
following passages in the Old Testament 
in which this word is found : Joshua, xv. 
8, xviii. 16. @ Kings xxiii. 10. 2 Chron. 
xxviti. 30 Jer. vii. 31, 32. And then we 
would candidly ask the examiner, whether 
he can find any idea, conveyed in those 
texts, of a state or place of misery after 
natural dissolution? We presume no one 
would contend for it. ‘ ‘The indescriba- 
ble tortures of this valley, it is true, are 
very fi to form a comparison of any other. 
greatand lasting distress. The ‘ fire never 
to be quenched, and where their worm dieth 
nol,’ isa strong expression, designed to 
apply to the fire of Hinnom, which for cen- 
turies has burned, and as some accounts 
say, Is still burning.” 

Hades, Hebrew Sheol, signifies a “con- 
cealed or unseen place ;_ the invisible re- 
ceptacle or mansion of the dead. Figur- 
atively, it represents sorrow or darkness of 
mind ;’—vide Parkhurst. David's soul 
was in hell, Jonah was in hell, and Christ 
wasin hell. Ithas sucha variety of signi- 
fications, or rather it applies to so many 
different places and circumstances, that it 
does not by any means refer us always to 
one and the same place or condition’ We 
believe it is now pret'v generally given up 
by the learned, that Hades (hell) does not 
signify a place of eternal punishment. 
Hades literally signifies the grave ; figura- 


tively, it denotes any condition of mental | 


anxiety or distress. 
Tartar 

artaurus. 
tle attention here, It is 
ence in the New-Testament. - See 2 Peter 
il. 4 Every one, the least acquainted 
with the Lain classics, well knows the 
heathen notion entertained of it. 


found but 





10 place in christian divinify. In its ori- 
, mification, it was a term applicable 
lace of thick darkuess or solitude. 








' 





All these words, in their original and lit- 
eral force, apply simply to any p'ace or 
condition of temporal fears or suffering. 
But they are, like most all other words, fre- 
quently used ina figurative sense, to repre- 
sent, from objects of natural dread the 
labors and troubles of the mental faculties. 
We are hardly sensible, how full of figura- 
tive expressions, language is, when employ- 
ed in ordinary discourse. Figures are the 
life of language ; there is hardly an ex- 
pression, that escapes us, in which we do 
ave cauploy Certain words, fizuratively, to 
represent our ideas. Inspiration is full of 
figures and personification. As an exam- 
ple of comparing mental, to natural distress, 
remark the strong language in Isaiah, liv. 
11, 12. “QO, thou afflicted, tossed with 
a tempest, and not comforted: behold I 
will lay thy stones with fair colours and 
lay thy foundations with sapphires. And 
| will make thy windows of agates, and thy 
gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of 
pleasant stones.” Again ; see an instance 
of bold personfication in 1 Cor. xv. 54, 55, 
when death is addressed as a real personal 
being. Death is swallowed up in victo- 
ry. O Death! where is thy sting § O 
Grave ! (or hell) where is thy victory.” 








Now Gehenna, Hades, &c. are not unfre- 
quently used, like many other suitable 
words, ina figurative sense. But let us ask ; 
Does not the figurative use of a word, or 
expression, infer that we do not describe 
an object literally? Suppose we say, that 





free investigation. 


a man is in the vortex of despair. Shall 
we understand him literally ? No. We 
know, that literally, (if the word may be 
coined,) is not intended. 


Thus far, we have endeavored to shew, 
though we have done it briefly, the origin- 
al import of the words, Gehenna, Hades, and 
Tartarus ; three different names, places, 
and conditions, yet all, sometimes, trans- 
lated into the single word Hell. 


Ve have made this exposition of them, 


This word requires but lit- | Mot to gratify any particular wish in our- 


selves, that something more might be found, 
than iscommonly advanced from the word 
under consideration ; but to exhibit rruTH 
divested of ancient superstitions and mod- 


jp | ero superfluities. If we err in our desire 
el 


to produce truth, we err on the side of util- 
ity ; for none but enthusiasts presume, in 
this country, to decry the advantages of 
CRIGEN,. 
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For The Inquirer. 


of Marcus on my Sermen, published in 
No. 19 of your paper, has given rise to the 
following defensive communication. [| 
think you will be convinced by a fair exa- 
\minatio#, in comparing his remarks witti 
that discourse of mine, that Marcus has 
not treated the subject with chrisUian fair- 
ness. 

1. He has not acknowledged a right ap- 
plication of ‘he division of the sermon, 

2. He has drawn improper conclusions 
from my remarks and premises. 

3. He has introduced a substitute of sen- 
timent, in the place of mine, on the great 
sin in question, which | presume, can never 
be defended ; to conclude, the substance 
of his remarks, viewed all together, are in- 
consistent wih itself, and therefore calcu- 
lated to Jarken counsel. 

Marcus is so far out of the way, in his 
remarks, that I have been almost ready to 
conclude he had never seen my sermon, 
but ventured to write on vague report. 
Althouzh he names the division of the dis- 
course. However Marcus first states, that 
“F. has very successfu'ly shown 1in_ his 
preliminary remarks, what he understands 
by, ‘never forgivness’ and in his division, 
has denied ‘ eternal damnation in any 
tense,’ ‘This statement made by Marcus 
concerning my denying eternal damnation 
is incorrect, unless he can prove that dain- 
nation without beginning and without end 
istemporal damuation ; for you will find, 
by examining the fourth division of my 
discourse, whice laboring this point, that I 
acknowledged, that damnation has no be- 
ginning or end, where I have sufliciently 
shown the difference, between that and 
the punishment to which it condemns the 
sinner, and that damnation is eternal, but 
the punishment is limited, therefore no pu- 
tishment can equal eternal damnation, in 
durability. But Marcus, on this subject, 
has blended both together, i. e. the dam- 
bation, or sentence to punishment with the 

ent as though they were both one, 

ike saying a man is already hanged or dead, 
9% being condemned to be executed. 

Marcus is incorrect in his conclusion 
drawn from my remarks on the character 
of the Holy Ghost, for the words ‘he (the 
Holy Ghost) is a comforter, a. reprover of 
fin, righteousness and of judgment, to the 
world,”’ do not naturally imply that the holy 
spirit reproves those qualities, but. is a re- 


ss 












| will answer his purpose. 





prover to the world concerning those qual- : 


| 

= * 

| _* From these quotations, it is plain that 
| 


(ilies, which was my meaning. The text 


em in “4 } . . ’ . . 
Mr. Editor,—The unqualified remarks | that is partially quoted, says, ‘ He will 1e- 


prove the world of sin, of righteousness 
and of judgment.” [tis obvious why Marcus 
did not quote the whole text, it was be- 
cause it would not suit his mode of criti- 
cisin. 

He next undertakes through art of crit- 
ic-sm on several detached sentences of 


| mine on the nature of the sin against the 


holy spirit, by thus remarking : 
- ~ 


Mi BF. understands aay and all opposition 
to, or hatred cf, God’s law, to be the blas- 
phemy against (hé holy spirit.” 

This. you will perceive by a close exa- 
mination, is an uowarrantable conclusion, 
which Marcus has drawn from those prem- 
ises of mine, alluded to, if taken in con- 
uexion with the remainder partof my second 
proposition ; for, under that head, I labor- 
ed to show wherein the sin in question 
diflered from all other sins : it being an ex- 
ercise of real enmity or hatred, which is 
the same opposing the display of God’s 
parental love. But do men never sin any 
other way, only by hating the love and 
mercy of God ? Yes, and are in such 
case pardonable._ 

Marcus had no good reason to say what 
he has about the blaspheming Jews, from 
any thing I had said about them, or omitted 
respecting their sin: | appeal to the ser- 
mon including the text. Marcus appeals 
to the text, and then observes : 

“ Admit this, and Mr F’s argument, that 
every movement of the carnal mind is sin, 
that every such sin is blasphemy against 
the holy spirit, and that every such sin hath 
never forgiveness, is shown {o be incorrect.” 

lf Marcus has shown any thing in his 
own favor, 1 must confess, as an honest 
man, thatit is so small I cannot see it. 

Marcus next proceeds to deny, that ab- 
solute unforgiveness is implied in the text 
in its origina! form, and to make good his 
assertion, he plays the school boy on thie 
import of certain words, till he seems to 
think he bas established something, that 
And what? 
We will examine his notion. It is this : 

The Jews, somewhere about eighteen 
hundred years ago, sinned against the holy 
spirit, by ascribing Christ’s miracles to an 
evil source, for which crime, they could not 
receive forgiveness, neither in that world, 
or dispensation, nor in that world, or digsey 
pensation which was to follow after it, but 
must remain subject to damnation, (or coms 
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demnation,) until the fulness of (or all the 
Gentiles) shall come into the knowledge of 
the truth, and then, and not till then, they 
will be saved, by being forgiven the very 
crime, for which they had been punished so 
many hundred (or thousands) of years. 
This expresses Marcus’ notion or opi- 
pion on the subject, if any thing is to be 
undersiood from his learned arguments. 





“ There appeared in these our days afsuffic 
man of great virtue, named Jesus Ciirist, }yuile 
who is yet living among us, and of the Jof tl 
Gentiles is accepted for a prophet of truth, }enti 
but his own disciples call him the Son of ffund: 
God. He raiseth the dead and cureth allferect 
manner of diseasee—a man of stature some.\pithe 
what tall and comely, with very reverend |cessi 
countenance, such as the beholders bothithe | 





Then what is the amount? We perhaps | love and fear—his hair of the color of ajBan 


may find out by a few queries :— 

Query 1. Will the Jews suffer punish- 
ment all thie long time of damuativil ? 
Answer, yes, according to Marcus’ argu- 
ments ; for he makes a denial of etern:! 
punishment, to be a denial of eternal dam- 
nation in anysense. By the same rule, a 
denial of punishment during any specified 
time, would deny condemnation during the 
same time. Then, 

Query 2. Will the punishment be ac- 
cording tothe crime? Answer, yes, for if 
it was more or less, than the sin, it would 
according to justice, not be for that 
sin, but in part, (or more) and consequent- 
ly not strictly just. Then if so, 

Query 3. When they are forgiven the 
whole crime, will they only be forgiven a 
partol it? Answer. It must be the whole, 
or it could only be partial forgiveness, if 
any thing at all to the case. Well then, 
it will follow, that the Jews will suffer 
hundreds of years for nothing, if they 
are to receive forgiveness of the same crime 
for which they now suffer. It is morally 
certain that in the mind or purpose of God, 
they are already forgiven, for God chang: 
eth not, and they cannot receive that of God 
which does not exist with him. Then the 
Jews, according to Marcus’ plan, are now 
suffering for nothing: for a crime once 
forgiven deserves punishment no longer. 
whether the criminal is lei into the fact or 
not, the case is the same as it respects the 
equity of the case. Therefore it follows, 
sit, that there is no substance in Marcus’ 
plan, and it amounts to a mere nothing. 

EDWIN FERRIS. 
A LETTER, 
Of Plebius Lentulus to the Senate of Rome, 
describing the person of Jesus Christ. 

It being the usual custom of Roman 
Governors to advertise the Senate and 
people, of such things as bappened in their 
Provinces, in the days of the Emperor 


| dent of Judea, wrote the following epistle 


! 


chesnut full ripe, plain to his ears, whence}erea 
downward it is more orient, curling and}jhei 
waving about his shoulders. In the midstIfr s 
of his head is a seam, or partition of his}fict 
hair, afier the manner of the Nazarites—[jpis 
his forehead plain and very delicate—hiahs a 
lace without spot or wrinkle, beautifed}mee 
with a lovely red—his nose and mouth so}pers 
formed, as nothing can be reprehended—|ibly 
his beard thickish, in color like his hai}jon 
not very long, but forked—his look inno-\pnit 
cent and mature—his eyes grey, clear and}Hal 
quick, In reproving, he is terrible—in}chai 
adinonishing, courteous and fair spoken j}eop 
pleasant in conversation, mixed with gra-|yse 
vity. It cannot be.remembered that any Jena 
have seen him laugh—but many have seeafyou 
him weep. In proportion of body mosthrali 
excellen(—his hands and arms most deli Iden 
cate to behold. In speaking very tempe-jio 
rate, modest and wise. A man, for hiafgive 
singular beauty, surpassing the children offferr 
men.”? \ 
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{>> The following Petition and Reply, are 
from the “Orleans Gazette and Com- 
mercial Advertiser.”—The petition it 
signed by one hundred and ten, whom 
the Judge himself says are of “ respect 
able character.” We give these things 
publication that our friends may know 
that the Universalists in New-Orleans 
are heeding the Apostle’s exhortation, 
“ Letus not sleep, as do others.” —UM. 


To the Hon. John Dick, Judge of the United 
States District Court for the Eastern 
District of Lowisiana, 

The Petition of the friends to Universal 
Salvation, residing in the city of New 
Orleans, | 

Respectfully Sheweth, 

That your petitioners have united im 
congregation and brotherly love, and for 
some time past, have assembled togethet 
on the Sabbath, in order publicly to wor- 
ship their God according to the dictates of 
their faith and conscience, and to publish 












_ tothe Senate, conceraing our Saviour. 
Bi Nae see! ’ s ry 
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to the world the glad tidings of the Gospel 
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THE GOSPEL INQUIRER. 
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nd Uuniversal Salvation to man ;_ that 
=== |{heir numbers and means are at present in- 
Ys afsufticient aad inadequate to enable them to 
itist, }puild a temple for the service and worship 
the lof the Great Jebovah ; that it is their in 
ruth, }iention whenever they may have sufficient 
m of funds, to purchase a lot of ground and 
th allferect thereon a Universalist Church : that 
ome-jhitherto they have been constrained by ne- 
rend|cessity, to use for their religious meetings, 
bothithe private house of their friend Mr. J. 
of alBannister ; that his house from their in- 
ence|ereasing numbers. is now too small for 
and |heir accommodation : that, looking around 
MidstIfr some more commodious house, the Dis- 
f his}yict court house of the United States in 
tes—[ihis city, presents itself to your petitioners, 
—his}g3 a very desirable place for their Sunday 
tified|meetings ; that many of your petitioners 
ith solpersonally know, and all of them are cred- 
ed—libly informed. that your predecessor, the 
hai®}jonorable and much lamented Judge of the 
innd-\Jnited States District Court, Dominick A. 
r and}Hall, deceased, influenced by true christian 
2—in|charity and courtesy, allowed to the Epis- 
ken j}eopal congregation of Christ’s Church the 
) gra lyse of the Court House, until they were 









| anyfenabled to build their present church ; that | 


seei{your petitioners confide in the known libe- 
mostiraliiy of your honor, and with the prece- 
deli- Ident furnished by your predecessor, are led 
mpe-}io hope that every favor in your power to 
r hisfgive, will be willingly and cheerfully con- 
en olfferred on your petitioners. 

Wherefore, your petitioners respectfully 
pray, that your honor will permit, under 
wch regulations as may be necessary, the 
“om-puse of the United States District Court 
on is§touse in this city, as a place of meeting for 
homgat denomination of christians called Uni- 
peck versalists ; and that your honor will request 
hings fe Marshall and Clerk of your honorable 
cnow {court to give their friendly concurrence to 
leans {rry into effect the permission of your 
tion, flonor ; and your petitioners as in duty 
1M,jbound, will ever pray for your heaith and 
_ . [Prosperity in this life, and now would offer 
nited Hoy your acceptance the consolation in the 
ster@ belief of the general resurrection, and final 

Universal Redemption of the whole human 
ersalFtace in the life to come. 


New § [Signed by One Hundred and Ten. ] 
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ANSWER. 
din? Judge Dick, has received and consider- 
j for ed with great attention, “the Petition of 
ther {the Friends to Uaiversal Salvation resid- 
wor- 
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use of the United States district court house 
in this city as a place of Meeting for that 
denomination of Christians called Univer- 
salists.” : 

From the circumstances detaiied in their 
Petition, as well as from the highly benefi- 
cent views and respectable character of the 
Universalists of New-Orleans, Judge Dick 
would feel highly gratified if it were in his 
power to comply with their request ;- but 
he is fully satisfied that he has no authority 


to devote the court house of the United 


Siates in this city to any other than thet to 
which it has been expressly destined by 
law. 

" Upon what principle the late Judge Hall 
gave the Episcopal congregation of Christ’s 
Church, the use of the building in which 
be held his Court, Judge Dick is ignorant : 
but he’ conceives that that case and the 
present are by no means similar, inasmuch 
as the building used as a court house by 
Judge Hall was occupied temporarily for 
the convenience of the courts ; but had ne- 
ver been established as a court house by 
law ; whereas the present court house of 
the United States in this city was expressly 
erecied for the use of the court. But inde- 
pendenily of any dissimilarity in these, 
cases, Judge Dick, in the exercise of his 
Judgment and his duty, could not yield to 
the force of the highly respected precedent 
cited, because he has already said, he is of 
opinion that he possesses no power to di- 
vert the building in question to other uses 
than those for which it was erected by the 
Government of the United States. 

New-Orleans, 8th February, 1824. 





From the Universalist Magazine, 
QUERIES, 
Respecting the Devil. 

The Clergy, who believe and teach 
others ta believe, that there is an immortal 
spiritual being, who was once a holy angel 
in heaven, and who, by transgression and 


rebellion against God, fell from his moral 


rectitude, for which he was cast out of 
heaven down to a place which they call 
hell, there to be confined and tormented in 
a lake of fire and brimstone to all eternity ; 
and who tempted Eve inthe garden of 
Eden, in the form of a serpent, and who 
now tempts every man and woman in the 
whole world, to all the sin which is ¢éom- 
mitted, and who intends thereby to provoke 
God, who sent him to hell, to send us there 


ing in the city of New-Orleans.” addressed | too ; (which being, the clergy call the De-. af 
to him for the purpose of obtaining “ the! vil;) are humbly called upon to give us, 
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THE GOSPEL INQUIRER. 








in short, all the information on this subject 
in their possession, which they may think 
will not endanger their crati to diclose. 
As a good reason for calling for this infor- 
mation, may be stated the fact, that there 
are many people, who, not only disbelieve 
this doctrine, oa which the clergy wholly 
depend, for their standing in this world, 
but who go so far as to treat it with no 
small disrespect. Should this dangerous 
heresy, of denying this fundamental doc- 





trine of the devil generally prevail, even a 
novice, with half an eye can see the whole : 
foundation of the popular hierarchy at once | 
swepl away. 

As some are so vainly curious as to ask, 
how it happened, that sin should originate 
in heaven, and how it was possible for the 
devil, who was confined in hell, to have 
the opportunity of dressing himself up in a 
serpent and visiting Eve in Edeg, and how 
itis that he being in hell confined, can be 
present with every man, woman, and child 
in the whole world, it might be well to stop 
the mouths of these querists by plain and 
direct answers to their questions. H B. 








The following feeling lines, were written 
by Mr. Charles Biddlecom, but a few | 
days before his death. This, we be- | 
lieve, was the last piece of poetry he | 
wrote. The tale, the sentiment, the 
description, and the feeling exhibited in 
the whole, plainly show, that he was | 
capable of the finest feeling and the most | 
chaste ideas. Ed. | 

THE BEGGAR’S DEATH. 

*Twas midnight, and the sighing breeze 

Stole through the branches of the trees : 

A thousand pleasing images 
Rush’d through my mind alternately, 


I sigh’d, methought I heard a groan : 

Again I heard the plaintive moan, 

But with the mura’:ing breeze ’twas gone, 
And stillness reiga’d tremeudously. 

I rose, myself as quickly clad, 

With heavy heart, with feelings sad : 

I made my way with stlent tread 
To seek the p'ace of misery. 

] paus’d while stillness reign’d profound : 

Again I heard the dismal sound. 

I sought the place, lo! ou the ground 
An object of calamity. 


An aged meadicant who stray’d 
From house to house requesting aid, 
Upon the dewy grass was laid— 

His frame couvulsed with agony. 








I spoke, and, raising up bis bead, 

Lord*ike me to thyself, he said s 

Then down he suk, bis spirit fd 
Into a vast eternity. 

No more shall poverty oppress, 

Or pain and sickness him distress: 

He’s gone to realms of holiness, 
To climes of immoriality. 

Althongh he has no kindred near, 

To drop o’er him the pity’ng tear, 

Yet God will be his friend most dear 
Through ages of eternity. 





MESSENGER OF PEACE. 

We have received the two first numbers 
of this Paper, which is published in Hud- 
son, and edited by the Rev. R. Carrique, 
late editor of the Religious fuquirer. It 
is neatly printed on good paper, and is 
afforded to subscribers at $1 00 per aun, 
This paper, no doubt, under the manoge- 
ment of its founder, will prove an able 
auxiliary in diss: minating the principles of 
that gospel, which proclaims ‘* peace on 
earth and good will among men.” We 
hope it will receive a wide circulation and 


| a liberal patronage. 


DIED, 

At Woodstock, (Conn.) on the 29thJan* 
last, Mr. EXihu JMorse, in the 61st year of 
his age,—father of the Rev. Pit Morse of 
Watertown, and the Rev. William Morse 
of Philadelphia.—At Norway, on the 22d 
ult. an infant son of Dr. Bryant Burwell — 
In this village on the 23d ult. an infant 
son of Doctor C. W. Smith. 


NOTICES. 

A meeting will be holden at the village 
of Newport on Saturday, the Ist day of 
May next, at 2 o’clock, P M. for the pur- 
pose of forming a religious society. The 
friends of Universal Benevolence are wvi- 
ted to attend. 

The Editor expects to preach on the 
4th Sabbath of the present month at Rich- 
field, and the Ist of May at Newport. 


(G HAND BILLS, 


Of all kinds, neatly executed at this office, on the . 





| shortest notice, and.on the most reasonable terms. 
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